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THE BRADY VILL AGE AREA 
 

C. Street Trees and Plant Materials.  Urban form is greatly influenced by the inclusion of plants, particularly trees, in 
design of public and private space.  Plants play an important role in establishing human scale and maintaining an 
attractive pedestrian environment.  Plant materials of particular value to street design are shade trees, evergreen trees, 
flowering and ornamental trees, shrubs, hedges and ground cover.  Trees serve several important functions.  They 
provide shade in warmer months, seasonal color in the fall , some protection from the elements in colder months, visual 
interest and an additional unifying design element for Brady Vill age.  It is intended that certain specimens of trees will 
be used fairly regularly to provide a visual li nk throughout the area.  However, the selective use of other species is 
encouraged to add interest. 

 
Plant and tree species which are particularly suitable for Tulsa=s environment have been identified for the City of 
Tulsa. Those which are highly adaptable, easily maintained and well -suited to the urban environment should be 
selected.  Site characteristics and design goals will greatly determine which plant materials are most suitable at specific 
locations.  It is important that trees planted in Business Areas be those which have an open canopy which will not 
obstruct business signs.  The spacing and placement of trees will be such that business signs are not adversely affected.  
It is very important that plants do not obstruct pedestrian access.  The City of Tulsa urban forester and landscape 
architects are good contacts for assistance in plant selection. 

 
Included with these standards for street trees are the design guidelines for in-ground tree planters (tree pits) and tree 
grates.  These items are depicted in Exhibits 14 and 15. 
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(1) In-Ground Tree Planters (Tree Pits).  New street trees should be planted with in-ground planters.  A planting 
bed promotes a healthier tree and allows for better water and nutrient absorption and encourages a better street 
environment.  The risk of 
soil compaction is reduced 
and additional room is 
provided for root growth.  
Pedestrian traffic on the 
planting areas can be 
discouraged by elevating the 
planters with a coping edge 
or curb edge slightly higher 
than the adjoining sidewalk.  
A minimum of eight feet (8') 
feet of walking space 
between adjoining buildings 
and in-ground planters 
should be maintained where 
possible, and ten feet (10") 
of walking space is 
recommended.  A typical in-
ground tree planter (tree pit) 
and tree grate installation is 
shown in Exhibit 14. 

 
E

XHIBIT 14 
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(2) Tree Grates.  Tree grates are recommended only where trees are to be provided where sidewalk widths are less 
than eight (8') and dimensions are too narrow to allow in-ground tree planters.  Tree grates should be provided 
only in areas which have been studied in detail and where pedestrian traff ic would occur over tree pits.  Areas in 
which tree grates are required should be linear with a minimum dimension of four-feet-by-eight (4' x 8') or six-
feet-by-six-feet (6' x 6'). 

 
Tree grates are to be cast iron       EXHIBIT 15 
and have small openings and 
minimize tripping hazards, be 
of a standard design and 
dimensions, and have 
consistent, specialized 
installation techniques defined.  
Tree pits greater than eight-
feet-by-eight-feet (8' x 8'), 
without tree grates, are 
preferred. 

 
New sidewalks should be 
provided so that the sidewalk is 
suspended over a continuous 
planting trench with amended 
soil .  As an alternate to this 
technique, sand-set-paving-
units can be used in a 
continuous band between the 
street trees to allow for 
drainage and root growth.  
Root aeration strips are also 
recommended between and 
parallel the curb-line between 
tree pits.  These techniques or their equivalents are intended to provide a healthy environment for trees and   
increased li fe spans, root growth, lower tree maintenance costs and reduced sidewalk damage.  Refer to Exhibit 
15 for Atypical tree grates.@ 


